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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Randolph  Zander 

JG80. DanH : R976 :MPC 
DANNENBERG,  HERMANN 

Munzgeschiahte  Pommems  im  m-ittelalter.  (German  text). 

Pub.  1976,  188pp , w/plates.  We  now  have  this  in  both  Polish  and 
German . 


247 


JG80.GotC:R975:DKM 
GOTZ,  CHRISTIAN  JACOB 

Deutschlands  kayser  - rnunzen  des  Mittel- Alters . 

1975  reprint  of  1827  work.  132pp,  w/54  plates. 

AA90.Ki sB: 1965 :SW 
KISCH,  BRUNO 

Scales  and  Weights.  A Historical  Outline. 

Pub.  1965,  279pp , i 11  us . 

J G98 . Pi 1R: 1927 : BW 
PILOTY,  ROBERT 

Vie  munzen  und  medaillen  des  Bistum  Wurzburg. 

1927  sales  catalog  of  private  collection.  43pp,  w/7  plates. 

JK80.RetL:1958:CNH 
RETHY,  LADISLAUS 

Corpus  nummorum  Hungariae.  (German  text). 

Basic  reference  on  Hungary  to  1526. 

Pub.  1958,  128pp,  w/49  plates. 

J 1 90. Sea C: 1969: PPMV 
SCARFEA,  CESARE  GAMBERINI  DI 

Prontuairo  prezzario  delle  monete3  oselle  e bolle  di  Venezia; 
monete  dei  possedimenti  ed  oselle  di  Murano,  monete  battute 
a Venezia  ed  ossidionali  di  Napoleone;  monete  degli  Absburgo 
e del  Risorgimento . (814-1912) 

Pub.  1969,  2nd  ed.,  288pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  th$nk  David  Briggs 
and  Thomas  Schil linger  for  their  interesting  and  extensive  donations 
of  material  to  the  Book  and  Periodical  Libraries. 

III.  The  Book  Librarian  has  been  asked  to  be  the  coin  merit  badge 
examiner  for  the  local  Boy  Scout  troop.  There  are  advantages  to  living 
on  a remote  ice  age  lake  bed,  behind  four  mountain  passes,  within  five 
miles  of  the  Canadian  border,  but  there  are  also  disadvantages.  One 

of  which  is  that  the  merit  badge  book  is  dated  1971  and  the  only  two 
Red  Books  in  town  are  in  the  NI  Library  and  at  the  local  jeweler's. 

If  anyone  is  feeling  generous  we  could  use  some  merit  badge  books  and 
Red  Books  dated  within  the  last  ten  years;  and  a couple  of  the  old 
Krause  World  Books  of  any  age. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 


Book  News  & Reviews  Editor  Appointed 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  appointment  of  Donald  S.  Yarab  as  Book 
News  & Reviews  Editor.  His  mailing  address  is  shown  on  the  inside 
front  cover  and  all  information  on  books  and  reviews  should  be  directed 
to  him.  Sending  material  to  the  editor  or  to  the  Dallas  address  only 
delays  getting  it  published,  as  we  must  forward  it  to  the  Reviews 
Editor. 
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Dated  Coins  of  Cooch  Behar 


N.  G.  Rhodes,  Hythe , Kent , England , NI  H 927 

Of  all  the  Hindu  kingdoms  in  North-Eastern  India,  the  only  one  to 
strike  coins  with  dies  too  large  for  the  flan  was  Cooch  Behar.  The 
full  rupees  were  fine  broad  coins,  with  all  elements  of  the  design 
visible,  but  they  are  only  known  up  to  the  time  of  Prana  Narayan 
(c. 1633-65),  by  which  time  the  half  rupee  had  become  the  standard 
coin  of  the  country.  These  half  rupees  were  struck  with  rupee  sized 
dies,  and  since  the  date  appears  on  the  lowest  line  of  the  inscrip- 
tion, it  is  rarely  visible.  This  has  meant  that  the  dates  on  these 
coins  have  not  received  much  attention  from  numismatists. 

The  earliest  of  the  Cooch  Behar  coins  known  are  those  of  Nara  Narayan 
(c. 1555-87),  dated  1477  Saka,  equivalent  to  1555  A.D.  Only  this  one 
date  appears  on  his  coins,  even  though  many  varieties  in  design  are 
known,  and  it  seems  likely  that  these  coins  were  struck  throughout 
the  reign.  Similarly,  all  the  coins  of  his  successor  Lakshmi  Narayan 
(c. 1587-1627)  bear  the  Saka  date  1509  ( = 1587  A.D.)  (1). 

Part  way  through  Lakshmi  Narayan' s reign,  a date  in  the  Cooch  Behar 
era  (RS)  was  added  below  the  normal  date.  This  date  is  written  in 
several  different  forms,  but  appears  to  be  98  in  all  cases,  although 
in  a few  dies  a die  flaw  makes  it  appear  as  92  (2).  The  RS  dates  can 
be  converted  to  AD  dates  by  adding  about  1509  or  1510  years,  so  that 
98  RS  is  equivalent  to  c.1608  A.D.;  while  the  Saka  year  1509,  corre- 
sponding to  the  King's  accession  year,  1587  A.D.,  still  appears  on 
the  same  coins.  This  merely  demonstrates  how  the  Saka  date  was  left 
unchanged  thoughout  the  reign,  and  did  not  necessarily  represent  the 
date  in  which  the  coins  were  struck.  The  coins  dated  98  RS  are  quite 
common,  and  are  struck  with  several  different  dies,  and  although  it 
may  be  assumed  that  they  were  first  struck  in  1608  A.D.,  it  is  not 
clear  whether  the  RS  date,  in  its  turn,  remained  unchanged  for  the 
remainder  of  the  reign,  or  whether  these  rupees  were  only  struck  in 
the  one  year  (3) . 

No  change  in  practice  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Vi ra  Narayan  (1627-33), 
although  his  coins  are  rather  rare  and  both  the  Saka  date,  1548,  and 
the  RS  date,  117,  correspond  to  the  accession  year.  Up  to  this  reign 
the  minor  denominations  are  rather  scarce,  but  they  are  identical  in 
design  to  the  full  rupees,  and  most  have  clear  dates. 

During  the  reign  of  Prana  Narayan  (1633-65)  a few  full  rupees  were 
struck  with  clear  dates,  but  these  are  very  rare.  The  half  rupees, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  struck  in  large  numbers  with  dies  that  show 
either  no  sign  of  the  date  or,  more  rarely,  incomplete  traces  of  a 
date.  In  this  article  I would  like  to  record  and  reconstruct,  where 
possible,  the  dates  that  I have  seen,  in  the  hope  that  readers  with 
access  to  more  specimens  will  supplement  this  preliminary  listing. 

It  is  clear  from  the  rupees  that  Prana  Narayan  changed  the  system  of 
having  an  exergue  cluttered  with  two  dates,  and  the  coins  either  have 
a Saka  date  or  an  RS  date,  but  not  both.  In  addition,  under  the  "Na" 
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of  "Narayan",  a symbol  was  sometimes  added,  such  as  a cross  or  a 
crescent  moon.  This  symbol  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the 
mint-master,  or  some  other  aspect  of  the  mint  organisation,  and  it 
might  be  reasonable  to  expect  coins  with  similar  symbols  to  have  con- 
secutive dates.  In  the  following  paragraphs  I list  the  dated  coins 
in  my  own  collection  (NGR),  the  British  Museum  (BM)  in  London  and  the 
Fitzwilliam  Museum  (Fw)  Museum  in  Cambridge,  together  with  those  pub- 
lished by  Ghoshal  (4).  I have  also  made  drawings  of  the  clearest  ex- 
ample of  each  variety  that  I know  of.  First,  however,  a table  show- 
ing the  forms  of  numeral  that  actually  appear,  or  might  be  expected, 
on  the  Cooch  Behar  coins  of  the  period. 


0123456789 

U i-  (o)  2 ^ e to; 

s ^ n -g 

As  can  be  seen,  certain  numerals  are  ambiguous.  "4"  and  "9"  can  be 
identical,  which  does  not  help  attribution.  I have  not  seen  a clear 
"6"  on  any  coin,  so  I cannot  be  certain  about  the  precise  form  The 
figure  I have  interpreted  as  "3"  is  very  similar  to  what  one  would 
normally  read  as  "6"  (5),  but  from  the  context  it  must  be  read  as  "3". 
"3"  in  Bengali  is  usually  written  o , but  at  this  period  it  seems 
that  a version  more  similar  to  the  Naragi  "3"  ^ was  in  use. 

A.  Coins  with  no  symbol  - Saka  dates 

1.  Rupee  1554  or  1559 


The  final  digit  of  the  date  is  clear,  but  uncertain 
as  to  interpretation.  1554S  seems  unlikely,  as  it 
is  before  the  generally  accepted  accession  year  of 
the  king,  although  Cooch  Behar  chronology  at  this 
period  is  rather  uncertain.  1559S  seems  more  like- 
ly, but  this  would  be  an  unusual  form  of  "9",  so 
the  reading  is  far  from  certain.  Published  by 
Ghoshal , No.  1. 


2. 


1. 

2.  Half  Rupee  1554  or  1559 
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3.  Rupee 


NGR.  The  3rd  digit  is  clearly  a 5,  the  second 
probably  a 5,  there  are  faint  traces  of  the  initial 
1,  and  the  last  digit  appears  to  have  a rounded  top 
left,  so  that  it  may  be  a 4.  The  lettering,  how- 
ever, is  rather  unusually  written,  e.g.  the  square 
"ra"  in  "Narayana",  and  hence  the  coin  may  be  a 
contemporary  forgery. 


1555 

NGR. 


3. 


4.  Half  Rupee  1555 
NGR. 


B.  Coins  with  pellet  and  four  rays  - date  in  RS 


5.  Hal f Rupee  127? 


Fw.  The  date  is  very  uncertain,  with  the  central 
digit  extending  below  the  horizontal  stroke,  look- 
ing more  like  an  "8".  Only  faint  traces  of  the 
other  digits  are  visible,  but  the  rounded  top  of 
the  last  digit  indicates  a "7"  or  a "4",  and  the 
latter  is  probably  rather  early  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  RS  dates. 


C.  Coins  with  crescent  and  dot  - date  in  RS 


6.  Half  Rupee  128? 


NGR.  The  two  visible  digits  look  almost  identical, 
but  "128",  with  the  lower  part  of  the  "8"  off  the 
flan,  seems  the  only  feasable  reading,  as  no  other 
combination  of  "2"s  and/or  "8"s  could  fit  within 
the  reign. 


7.  Half  Rupee  129 
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8.  Rupee 


9.  Half  Rupee 


C.  Coins  with  no 


10.  Rupee 


NGR.  The  first  digit  is  not  visible,  the  middle 
one  is  clear,  but  showing  a different  form  of  "2", 
with  the  horizontal  stroke  sloping  down  to  the 
right.  The  third  digit  must  be  a "9",  as  the 
other  possibility,  "1"  would  date  the  piece  prior 
to  the  accession. 
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NGR.  The  middle  digit  would  normally  be  read  as  a 
"6",  but  this  would  place  the  coin  after  Prana 
Narayan's  death.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  this 
is  a version  of  "3",  with  a line  at  the  top. 

This  coin  has  a symbol"^  , sometimes  called  a 
Sol  Oman's  Seal,  at  top  right  of  the  reverse;  three 
dots  appear  in  this  position  on  the  other  rupees 
of  the  reign.  Unfortunately  this  part  of  the  de- 
sign is  off  the  flan  on  the  half  rupees  I have  seen 
with  visible  dates. 


9. 


131 

Ghoshal  PI.  No.  4.  Although  all  the  digits  are 
clear,  it  was  read  by  Ghoshal  as  161,  but  this 
reading  can  now  be  corrected  to  131  because  of  the 
historical  context. 

symbol  - RS  date 
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11. 
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11.  Half  Rupee  141 


NGR.  All  digits  reasonably  clear. 
D.  Coins  with  a cross  - RS  date  (6) 


12.  Half  Rupee  146?  or  148? 


BM.  The  "4"  is  clear,  although  only  the  top  is 
visible.  The  last  digit  has  only  the  top  of  a 
vertical  line,  which  could  either  be  a "6"  or  an 

"8"  shaped  t- 


13.  Half  Rupee  147 

Fw.  All  digits  clear. 


14.  Half  Rupee  150? 


Fw.  The  first  two  digits  are  clear,  but  there 
seems  no  room  for  any  third  digit  other  than  "0". 


15.  Half  Rupee  151 

NGR.  All  digits  clear. 


E.  Coins  with  crescent  - RS  date 


16,  Half  Rupee  150  or  154? 


NGR.  Crescent.  The  date  is  not  clear,  but  the 
top  of  the  middle  digit  appears  to  indicate  a "5", 
while  the  rounded  top  of  the  last  digit  indicates 
a "4"  or  "0",  as  "7"  would  be  after  the  end  of 
the  reign.  In  either  case  this  group  of  coins 
falls  in  the  middle  of  Group  D coins  with  a cross 
or  Group  F coins  with  no  symbol. 
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F.  Coins  with  no  mark  - RS  date 


17.  Half  Rupee  152 

Fw.  No  mark.  All  digits  clear.  (4) 


18.  Half  Rupee  155? 

NGR.  The  first  two  digits  are  unambiguous,  and 
the  faint  traces  of  the  final  digit  appear  to 
indicate  another  "5",  but  this  is  not  certain. 


The  date  on  each  coin  is  almost  certainly  the  actual  date  of  issue, 
rather  than  the  fixed  date  which  appears  on  the  earlier  coins  of  Cooch 
Behar.  As  regards  other  symbols,  it  is  worth  noting  that  most  pieces 
of  Group  B,  which  is  the  most  common  variety,  have  a pellet  under  the 
"1 " of  "Kamala"  on  the  third  line  of  the  reverse  inscription;  very  few, 
if  any,  pieces  of  other  groups  show  this  symbol. 


In  addition  to  the  above  coins,  a few  contemporary  forgeries  of  half 
rupees  exist  with  traces  of  dates  that  are  impossible .to  interpret. 
One  example  of  fine  style, shown  below,  is  confirmed  as  a forgery  be- 
cause of  the  garbled  top  line  and  pellet  in  the  "va"  of  "Shiva"  on 
the  reverse. 


Contmeporary  Forgery 

Apart  from  the  silver  coins  described  above,  one  gold  coin  of  Prana 
Narayan  has  been  published  by  Prof.  V.  V.  Mirashi  from  a specimen  in 
the  Provincial  Museum,  Lucknow  (7).  This  coin  is  remarkable  in  hav- 
ing the  legend  and  the  date  753  in  Nagari  script.  This  seems  to  be  a 
unique  use  of  the  Nepalese  era,  which  commenced  in  880  A.D.,  on  Cooch 
Behar  coins,  and  is  equivalent  to  1555  S. 

For  two  years,  commencing  in  151  RS,  Prana  Narayan  sought  refuge  in 
Bhutan,  while  Cooch  Behar  was  occupied  by  the  Moghuls,  during  the 
expedition  against  Assam  led  by  Mir  Jumla.  At  this  time  a half  rupee 
was  struck  bearing  the  name  of  Aurangzeb  in  Bengali  script,  but  this 
remarkable  piece  is  not  known  with  the  date  visible. 
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Prana  Narayan  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Mada  Narayan,  who  ruled  from 
c.1665  to  c.1681.  It  was  a troubled  reign,  with  disputes  over  the 
succession  and  little  power  in  the  hands  of  the  king.  No  full  rupees 
are  known,  but  a few  half  rupees  do  have  traces  of  a date  in  the  RS 
era . 


19.  Half  Rupee  16- 

NGR.  Only  a trace  of  the  central  digit  is  visible. 


NGR.  The  top  part  of  the  "7"  is  visible,  and 
since  no  trace  of  the  digit  to  its  right,  it  may 
be  presumed  to  be  a "0". 

21.  Half  Rupee  171 


NGR.  Two  die  duplicates,  showing  traces  of  the 
top  parts  of  all  three  digits. 


22.  Half  Rupee  179 


Ghoshal  PI.  No.  7.  A mysterious  coin,  with  a date 
that  would  be  8 years  after  the  end  of  the  reign. 
The  form  of  "9"  does  not  appear  on  other  Cooch 
Behar  coins  of  the  period,  but  does  appear  on 
Assamese  coins.  This  piece  is  a puzzle. 

No  varieties  of  design  are  known,  even  among  specimens  with  no  date 
visible.  The  most  interesting  aspect  is  that  the  dates  belong  to  the 
final  years  of  the  reign,  with  no  pieces  dated  to  the  accession  year 
around  156  RS.  While  this  might  suggest  that  the  main  issues  of  coins 
during  this  reign  were  towards  the  end,  the  evidence  of  so  few  coins 
cannot  be  taken  as  proof  of  this. 


After  the  reign  of  Mada  Narayan,  no  coins  are  known  to  me  with  any 
trace  of  a date,  although  this  may  only  be  because  the  specimens  I 
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have  seen  do  not  happen  to  have  that  part  of  the  design  on  the  flan. 

From  the  above  paragraphs  it  can  be  seen  that  the  half  rupees  of  Cooch 
Behar  are  a very  frustrating  series  for  those  who  collect  by  date. 

This  listing  is  based  on  examination  of  only  a few  legible  specimens, 
so  I am  sure  that  other  dates  exist  and  I hope  that  other  collectors 
will  examine  their  pieces  and  let  me  know  of  new  dates,  in  that  a 
more  complete  listing  can  be  produced.  Why  the  mint  should  have  gone 
to  the  trouble  of  changing  the  date  on  the  dies  each  year  if  it  was 
so  rarely  visible  on  the  finished  coins  is  difficult  to  say.  All 
that  can  be  said  is  that  the  date  cannot  have  been  regarded  as  an 
important  part  of  the  design. 

Notes 

(1)  P.  K.  Bhattacharyya  read  a date  of  "1549"  on  a rupee  of  Lakshmi 
Narayan  (JNSI  Vol . XXXIV,  pt.  1 (1972),  pp.  93-6),  but  this  was 
corrected  to  1509  with  the  RS  date  98  by  V.  Chaudhury  and  P.  Ray 
in  JNSI  Vol.  XXXVII  (1975),  pp.  167-9. 

(2)  I misread  the  date  on  one  coin  as  "92"  in  "The  Coinage  of  Cooch 
Behar",  ONS  Information  Sheet  No.  10  (Nov.  1974),  following  the 
reading  in  Ghoshal  p.347. 

(3)  According  to  the  local  chronicle,  it  is  recorded  that  Lakshmi 
Narayan,  after  becoming  a vassal  of  the  Moghul  Emperor  Jahangir, 
was  required  to  cease  striking  full  rupee-sized  coins,  and  was 
only  permitted  to  strike  half  rupee  coins.  Ghoshal  (p.350) 
point  out  that  this  story  cannot  be  confirmed  from  any  other 
source,  or  from  numismatic  evidence,  so  may  not  be  true. 

(4)  "A  History  of  Cooch  Behar",  by  Amanatulla  Ahmed,  translated  by 
Sarat  Chandra  Ghoshal,  Cooch  Behar,  1942. 

(5)  Ghoshal  reads  this  digit  as  "6"  on  coin  no.  9 below. 

(6)  Ghoshal,  p.355,  mentions  a coin  with  cross  below  "Na"  dated  152, 
but  does  not  illustrate  the  piece,  so  his  reading  cannot  be  con- 
fi rmed. 

(7)  "A  Gold  Coin  of  Prananarayana" , JNSI  Vol.  Ill  Part  II,  (December 
1941)  pp.93-7. 


********************************************************************* 


ISTANBUL  OR  CONSTANTINOPLE 


Mustafa  III  of  Turkey  (A.H.  1171- 
1187)  struck  a double  Zolota  of 
60  Para  in  A.H.  1171  (1757).  The 
coin  has  an  Arabic  legend  covering 
both  sides  and  shows  the  Mint  city 
now  as  Istanbul,  which  was  formerly 
shown  as  Constani nople  on  these 
coi ns . 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THAI 


FANTASY 


COINS 


John  F.  Yarwood.,  Horsham y Australia , NI  ft 1471 

Due  to  a continuing  shortage  of  copper  coins  in  Thailand  in  1887,  a new 
series  was  introduced  bearing  the  King's  portrait  on  the  obverse  and 
the  seated  PHRA  SIAM  DEVADHIRAJ  (Guardian  Angel  of  Siam)  on  the  reverse. 
The  series  consi sts  of  the  SIO  ( PA I or  2 ATT)  ATT  and  SOLOT  denominations 
with  the  first  year  of  issue  bearing  the  CS  date  1249  whilst  those  is- 
sued in  later  years  bear  RS  dates.  It  is  important  to  note  that  King 
RAMA  V was  the  first  Thai  king  to  have  his  portrait  appear  on  a coin 
and  this  occurred  in  1876  with  a series  of  silver  coins. 


No.  1 No.  2 


The  SIO  coin  (see  photos  1 and  2)  has  a diameter  of  30  rran  and  is  com- 
posed of  95%  copper,  4%  tin,  and  1%  zinc,  with  a weight  of  11.34  grams. 

The  obverse  shows:  KING  RAMA  V facinq  left  with  the  inscription 

CHULAL0NGK0RN  on  the  left  and  KING  OF'SIAM  on  the  right. 

The  reverse  shows:  the  PHRA  SIAM  DEVADHIRAJ  seated  on  the  three  sec- 

tioned shield  with  the  denomination  ONE  PAI  on  the  border  and  the  date 
below. 

The  edge  is  unmilled. 

The  SIO  coin  was  first  issued  February  6th  AD  1888  and  bore  the  Chula 
Sakarat  (CS)  date  1249.  In  the  following  years  the  coin  was  struck 
with  the  Rattanakosin  Sakarat  (RS)  dates.  To  convert  CS  dates  to  AD 
dates  you  add  638  to  the  CS  date  and  to  convert  RS  dates  you  add  1781 
to  the  RS  date.  Before  AD  1940  the  Thai  year  started  on  April  1st  and 
ended  March  31st  the  following  year.  Although  most  of  these  coins 
were  minted  in  England  it  is  believed  because  of  some  minor  differ- 
ences in  the  designs  that  some  may  have  been  minted  in  Bangkok.  In 
some  years  the  obverse  and  reverse  have  the  same  alignment  and  others 
have  been  struck  tete-beche. 

Coins  with  the  following  dates  are  known:  CS1249,  RS109,  RS 1 14 , RS 1 15 , 

RSI 18,  RS 119,  RS121 , RS122,  and  RS124. 

Knowing  of  my  interest  in  odd  coins,  Mr.  Scott  Semans  sent  me  the  item 
shown  in  photos  3 and  4.  At  first  glance  it  appears  to  be  a SIO  coin 
but  on  closer  examination  I found  it  had  a CS  date  of  1248,  and  that 
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No.  3 No.  4 


the  legend  on  the  right  of^the  reverse  is  also  different  to  that  of  a 
SIO  coin.  The  word  PAI  has  four  letters  but  only  two  appear  on 
this  1248  dated  piece  i V. 


t 


No.  5 


No.  6 

The  enlarged  photos  5 and  6 show  what  I mean.  Could  this  be  a pattern? 
My  correspondence  with  the  president  of  the  Numismatic  Association 
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of  Thailand,  Mr.  Kusik  Manodham,  and  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Decor- 
ations and  Coin  Division  of  the  Thai  Treasury  Department,  Miss  V. 
Vibulsthein,  resulted  in  the  opinion  that  this  piece  is  a fantasy. 

It  is  thought  that  the  two  letter  legend  is  an  attempt  at  the  word 

*4' 

FUANG  , a denomination  which  was  not  inlcuded  in  this  series  of 

coins. 

My  findings  were  related  to  Mr.  Semans  and  at  a later  date  he  was  able 
to  locate  three  more  coin- like  copper  items. 


No.  7 No.  8 

The  item  shov/n  in  photos  7 and  8 is  of  copper  and  has  a diameter  of 
32  mm.  The  obverse  shows  a portrait  of  King  Rama  IV,  and  a legend 
which  reads  PRA  CHOMKLAW  _ RAMA  IV,  and  has  the  number  424401  under 
the  portrait.  The  reverse  shows  Thevada  (an  angel)  shooting  an  arrow 
with  the  legend  TWO  ATT,  then  1 PAI  and  RIV. 


No.  9 No.  10 

The  item  shown  in  photos  9 and  10  also  at  first  glance  appears  to  be 
a Thai  coin  and  is  copper  with  a diameter  of  33  mm. 

The  obverse  depicts  the  royal  crown  with  ear  pendants  flanked  by  royal 
umbrellas,  and  has  tree  branches  in  the  background.  This  design  was 
used  on  various  coins  of  King  Rama  IV  with  variations.  In  this  case 

two  letters  appear  under  the  crown  5.  Cl  ?RIV. 

The  reverse  consists  of  a laurel  wreath  with  the  inscription  ONE  PAI 
KRUNGSIAM  112  within  the  wreath.  This  wreath  design  is  used  on  various 
coins  of  King  Rama  V but  with  a different  inscription. 

An  interesting  combination  of  designs  from  two  different  reigns.  The 


crown  with  umbrellas  design  also  appears  on  coins  of  King  Rama  V but 
the  crowns  depicted  are  not  the  same. 


No . 11  No.  12 


The  final  piece  to  be  discussed  is  shown  in  photos  11  and  12  and  is 
copper  with  a diameter  of  33  mm.  Again  the  crown  and  umbrella  design 
of  King  Rama  IV  is  used  but  this  time  the  workmanship  is  inferior. 
Similarly  the  reverse  design  consists  consists  of  a laurel  wreath  and 
the  inscription  ONE  PAI  KRUNGSIAM  within  the  wreath  and  the  date  112 
this  time  is  below  the  wreath.  This  piece  was  stained  very  black  mak- 
ing it  difficult  to  read  and  to  photograph.  If  I owned  this  piece  I 
would  be  tempted  to  clean  it. 

These  pieces  have  been  available  in  Bangkok  for  a number  of  years 
along  with  a number  of  unofficial  medals  and  I suspect  that  they  were 
produced  to  sell  to  tourists,  the  design  being  altered  enough  to  avoid 
a counterfeiting  charge.  Because  of  the  difficulty  in  reading  the 
Thai  language  there  is  a danger  of  these  items  being  passed  off  as 
pattern  coins  to  collectors. 

Acknowledgement:  This  article  was  made  possible  only  through  invalu- 

able help  given  by  Scott  Semans  and  Kusik  Manodham. 

Notes : 1 fuang  = 8 att;  1 sio  - 2 att;  1 solot  = 1 att 
Krung  Siam  = Kingdom  of  Siam 

Bibliography: 

1.  THE  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 3 by  Krause  & Mi  shier 

2.  TWENTY  CENTURIES  OF  COINS 3 by  Tony  Oliver 

3.  SIAMESE  COINS  AND  TOKENS , an  Anthology  by  Le  May,  Ramsden,  Guehler, 

& Harding  Kneedler 

4.  MEDALS  OF  THE  RATTAN AKOSIN  ERA  AD  1782-1982 

5.  COINAGE  OF  THE  RATTANKOSIN  ERA  AD  1782-1982 

The  last  two  books  listed  were  published  by  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  Thai  Ministry  of  Finance  and  are  superb  introductions  to  Thai 
numi smati cs . 

*********************************************************************** 


BOHEMIA'S  JOACHIMSTHALER:  In  1512  silver  was  found  in  the  Ore  Moun- 
tains. In  1516  the  counts  of  Slik  began  to  extract  silver  and  shortly 
after  established  a mint;  and  so  the  Joachimsthalers  were  born. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

No.  65  - ALEXIUS  V DUCAS  (5  February  - 12  April  1204) 

This  emperor  had  a reign  of  a little  more  than  two  months  but  it  was 
sufficient  to  show  that  he  was  a man  of  courage,  energy  and  action. 

He  had  much  less  than  needed  in  men  and  materials  at  his  command,  but 
he  did  make  a brave  attempt  to  organize  these  scant  resources  of  the 
capital  for  one  last  big  stand.  On  April  9th  of  1204,  the  Venetians 
and  Western  armies  made  a determined  attack  upon  the  city,  but  Alexius 
and  his  valiant  defenders  were  successful  in  repulsing  the  hostile 
forces  with  considerable  losses  to  the  enemy.  The  attachers  regrouped 
and  returned  to  the  assault  on  the  12th  and  eventually  succeeded  in 
breaching  the  sea-wall,  where  they  penetrated  into  the  city.  They 
then  spread  death  and  destruction  wherever  they  went  and  desperate 
street  fighting  ensued.  By  nightfall,  Byzantium,  the  mighty  mistress 
of  the  East  passed  for  the  first  time  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 

Thus  the  night  closed  over  eight  hundred  years  of  her  unrivalled  mag- 
nificance,  as  the  soldiers  of  the  cross  stripped  the  city  bare  of 
every  vestige  of  civilization.  In  their  frenzy  they  stripped  the 
churches  bare  of  all  valuables,  even  ripping  the  copper  sheeting  from 
the  roofs. 

Alexius  V,  who  had  at  once  married  Eudocia,  the  daughter  of  Alexius  III 
and  Euphrosyne,  fled  the  embattled  city  just  in  time.  They  were  re- 
ceived in  Thrace  by  Eudocia’s  father,  the  ex-Byzantine  emperor,  who  had 
taken  up  a residence  there  just  one  year  earlier.  A room  and  bath  was 
prepared  for  the  young  fugitives  in  apparent  friendliness,  but  for 
some  unexplained  reason  the  despicable  Alexius  III  sent  his  servants 
to  put  out  the  eyes  of  his  son-in-law.  Alexius  V was  then  set  adrift 
and  was  found  by  some  Latins,  who  took  him  back  to  Constantinople, 
where  he  was  flung  from  the  top  of  the  column  of  Arcadius. 

There  are  no  known  coins  from  this  short  reign. 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

FIVE  OUNCE  COIN  OF  MOROCCO 


This  One  Half  Crown  with  Arabic  inscriptions  on  both  sides  was  struck 
for  Morocco  in  1880  (A.H.  1298).  It  is  five  full  ounces  of  silver. 

A ten  ounce  One  Crown  coin  of  the  same  type  was  also  struck  in  1880 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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POLISH  NECESSITY  NOTES 

OF  1V94 


(Reprinted  from  Journal  of  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society > Number  38, 
Spring  1990,  p.43) 

In  the  spring  of  1794  the  Polish  Insurrection  under  Kosciusko  broke  out, 
Warsaw  was  freed  in  mid-April,  and  for  a brief  interval  the  movement 
prospered.  However,  the  Poles,  more  valorous  than  prudent,  were  defeat- 
ed in  several  engagements,  Kosciusko  was  grieviously  wounded  and  taken, 
and  a final  Polish  resistance  at  Praga,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Vis- 
tula opposite  Warsaw,  was  overthrown  in  a vigorous  general  assault  by 
General  Suvorov  on  24  October.  Praga  was  brutally  sacked.  Suvorov 
was  promoted  to  Field  Marshal  and  awarded  a large  estate  near  Kobrin 
in  Poland,  with  7000  serfs.  The  final  partition  of  Poland  came  early 
in  1795. 

During  the  course  of  the  six-months'  uprising,  Kosciusko's  Provisional 
Government,  lacking  money  and  logistial  resources,  had  recourse  to  suc- 
cessive issues  of  emergency  credit  banknotes  which  were  to  be  redeemed 
after  peace  and  the  formal  installation  of  the  Government.  Suppliers, 
and  the  people  in  general,  were  very  relucatant  to  accept  these  notes. 
They  served  in  fact  chiefly  as  receipts  for  goods  and  services  requisi- 
tioned by  the  Polish  Forces.  With  the  Uprising's  failure  the  notes  be- 
came valueless.  There  was  an  entire  series,  from  five  groszy  through 
10  groszy,  one,  four,  five  and  10  zlotych  and  up  to  25,  50  and  100 
zlotych.  The  lesser  values  were  printed  on  available  scraps  of  paper, 
the  higher  ones  on  blank  pages  salvaged  from  disbound  books,  according 
to  I.  Kholodkovsky . 
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5-Groszy  Note 


10- Groszy  Note 


Four-Zlote  Note 


Illustrated  are  three  types.  The  paper  of  these  particular  specimens 
is  reported  as  somewhat  thick,  watermarked,  and  of  the  laid  paper  var- 
iety. The  reverses  of  all  three  are  blank  except  for  the  stamped  sig- 
nature F.  Malinowski.  The  printing  on  the  obverse  if  from  type-set 
forms,  not  plates.  Our  pictures  of  the  notes  are  two-thirds  actual 
size. 


The  5-groszy  note  shows  at  the  top,  within  a double-lined  ornamented 
rectangle,  an  oval  with  UCHWALA/DNIA  13.  AUGU.  1794  (confirmed  13  Aug- 
ust 1794).  Below  is  the  figure  V between  the  Polish  eagle  and  the 
Lithuanian  rider,  with  the  figure  5 in  a smaller  oval.  At  the  bottom 
is  a double-lined  rectangle  with  PIEC  GROSZY  MEDZIANE  (Five  copper 
qroszy ) and  DYREKCYA  B.S.  (Dept,  of  Govt.  Banknotes). 
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NOTE  ON  AN  OTTOMAN  AWARD  MEDAL 


Raymond  J.  Hebert 


The  piece  which  prompted  this  note  is  a small  silver  medal  with  a di- 
ameter of  16  mm.  from  a private  collection.  The  obverse  depicts  sever 
al  crossed  Turkish  flags  and  arms  all  beneath  a rayed  toughra  and  over 
five  decorations.  Superimposed  upon  this  is  a badge.  This  obverse 
design  has  been  used  with  a number  of  other  Ottoman  medals  of  Abdul  - 
Hamid  II,  1876-1909  - 1293-1327  H.,  e.g.  Pere  1112-1115,  1119,  1127 
and  1130.  For  the  medal  itself,  compare  Pere  1119  (in  gold). 

On  the  reverse  within  a wreath  is  engraved  in  a three-line  legend  the 
name  of  the  recipient  and  the  date:  QARL  AWDL  for  Karl  Oedel??/ 

ShaWwAL  14/1308.  Note  that  what  I read  as  the  Q of  QARL  seems  to  be 
missing  one  point  and  could  be  read  as  F.  For  this  reason,  I suspect 
that  the  engraver  was  one  not  familiar  with  the  Ottoman  script. 

Punched  into  the  rim  at  about  6:30  o'clock  is  what  I take  to  be  silver 
smith's  mark:  VID,  possibly  the  one  who  did  the  engraving  of  the 

recipient's  name. 

Who  Karl  Oedel  was  (the  name  seems  to  be  Austrian  or  Swiss-German)  and 
why  he  was  awarded  this  medal  I do  not  know,  but  surely  he  was  one  of 
the  hundreds  of  German  (or  Austrian)  technical  representatives  who 
were  then  serving  as  advisors  in  various  capacities  to  the  Ottoman 
government  just  as  many  Americans,  including  myself,  have  done  since 
World  War  II.  The  date  of  award  is  24  Shawwal  1308.  Shawwal  is  the 
tenth  month  of  the  Muslim  lunar  year.  The  Muslim  year  1308  begins  on 
August  17,  1890  and  ends  on  August  7,  1891.  The  Muslim  lunar  months 
are  arranged  so  as  to  consist  of  30  and  29  days  alternately,  as  below: 


1.  Muharram 

30 

7. 

Rajab 

30 

2.  Safar 

29 

8. 

Sha 'ban 

29 

3.  Rab'i  ul-Awwal 

30 

9. 

Ramazan 

30 

4.  Rab'i  ul-Akhir  (or 

Thani )29 

10. 

Shawwal 

29 

5.  Jumadi  ul-Awwal 

30 

11. 

Dhu-l-Qa'dah 

30 

6.  Jumadi  ul-Akhir  (or Thani ) 29 

12. 

Dhu-l-Hi jjah 

29 

263 


BOOK  NEWS 


(Members  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section. ) 

Important  Annan  Coin  Books  Again  Available 

Two  long  out-of-print  standard  references  on  Annamese  coi ns  are  agai n 
available  to  collectors  and  dealers:  Albert  Schroeder's  Annam  Etudes 

Numismatiques 3 Plates  & Descriptions 3 and  John  Novak's  A Working  Aid 
for  Collectors  of  Annamese  Coins. 

Annam  Etudes  Numismatiques  by  Albert  Schroeder  has  long  been  recognized 
as  the  premier  work  on  Annamese  coins.  Its  coverage  of  gold  and  silver 
coinage  in  this  1895  work  is  unequaled.  Though  Schroeder  numbers  are 
widely  used  by  dealers  and  collectors,  few  will  ever  possess  a copy  of 
the  book  due  to  its  extreme  scarcity  and  high  cost.  Originals  of  the 
work  have  sold  for  over  $1000. 

To  provide  collectors  and  dealers  with  the  key  elements  of  this  stand- 
ard reference,  yet  keep  the  cost  down  to  a reasonable  level,  only  those 
plates  dealing  directly  with  coins,  and  their  accompanying  text,  have 
been  reprinted.  The  result  is  a convenient  225  page  softcover  book. 
Though  the  text  is  in  the  original  French,  it  is  easily  understood  with 
even  a limited  knowledge  of  the  language.  Albert  Schroeder's  Etudes 
Numismatiques , plates  & Descriptions  retails  for  $39.50. 

A Working  Aid  for  Collectors  of  Annamese  Coins3  Revised  edition  by  John 
Novak,  is  designed  to  aid  collectors  in  attributing  their  Annamese 
coins.  Coins  are  arranged  in  stroke  count  order,  making  it  easy  to 
quickly  "look  up"  a coin.  The  book  references  a number  of  other  im- 
portant works  on  Annamese  coins,  including  Schroeder,  Toda,  Schjoth 
and  others.  This  revised  edition  includes  indexes  and  corrections 
not  found  in  the  original.  The  card  cover  work  contains  118  pages 
and  sells  for  $10. 

Both  books  are  availabe  from  the  publisher,  Joel  Anderson,  P.  0.  Box 
3016,  Merced,  CA  95344.  One  dollar  per  volume  should  be  added  to  in- 
clude shipping  costs  to  either  domestic  or  foreign  addresses.  Dealer 
and  distributor  inquiries  are  invited. 

****************************  ***************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"The  Dumnonii  still  lived  in  the  same  tribal  lands  when  the  Romans  in- 
vaded and  they  gave  their  name  to  the  modern  county  of  Devon.  'This 
people,'  says  Phtheas  of  the  Dumnonii,  'still  retain  their  ancient 
customs.  They  refuse  to  accept  coins  and  insist  on  barter,  preferring 
to  exchange  necessities  rather  than  fix  prices.'  Coinage  did  not  de- 
velop in  Britain  until  the  second  century  B.C." 

Taken  from  Peter  Beresford  Ellis, 
Caesar’s  Invasion  of  Britain.  N.Y.: 
New  York  University  Press  1978, 
p . 14. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

FICHAS  DE  COLOMBIA  - NUMISMALIA,  by  Enrique  Bernal -M.  No  place  or 
date  indicated  but  probably  published  in  Colombia  ca.  1988.  Soft 
covers,  llOpp,  well  ill  us . Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth 
Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $15  plus  $2  postage. 
Foreign  must  add  for  regi strati on/ai rmai 1 if  desired. 

As  author  Bernal  states  in  his  introduction,  "Tokens  of  Colombia"  at- 
tempts to  list  and  describe  all  known  Colombian  tokens,  including 
those  which  circulated  in  Panama  until  1901.  Among  those  described 
are  campaign  tokens,  love  tokens,  talismans  and  those  necessitated 
by  technological  advances  such  as  in  those  instances  where  a need  to 
vent  political  rhetoric  went  hand  in  hand  with  a scarcity  of  small 
change.  This  concomitance  of  circumstances  has  been  relatively  fre- 
quent in  Colombia's  turbulent  history  thereby  increasing  the  exonum- 
ismatic  artifacts  of  the  country  to  a noticeable  extent.  Mention  is 
made  of  tokens  supposed  to  have  circulated  in  Colonial  times,  and 
the  scope  of  the  work  extends  to  those  emitted  in  the  decade  of  the 
1980's.  Still  the  vast  majority  fall  under  the  categories  of  hacienda 
and  merchant  tokens.  These  circulated  most  heavily  during  the  1850- 
1950  period. 

Bernal  numbers  over  600  basic  types  in  largely  alphabetical  order. 
Several  concordances  - cross  referenced  to  state,  locality,  and  fam- 
ily/corporate entity  listings,  precede  the  main  typological  descrip- 
tions. Following  a rule  of  thumb  based  on  Odis  Clark's  work  on 
Guatemalan  tokens,  the  author  estimates  an  average  of  one  major  type 
per  hacienda,  concluding  that  over  3000  types  could  well  exist.  This 
estimate  is  based  on  admittedly  offhand  population  extrapolations  and 
applies  solely  to  coffee  plantations,  the  most  frequent  of  the  emit- 
ting entities.  But  is  is  clear  that  this  work  - based  as  it  is  on  a 
study  of  less  than  10  collections  in  Colombia,  Venezuela  and  the  USA  - 
was  created  to  be  useful  rather  than  complete.  As  the  data  base  is 
gradually  enlarged  this  usefulness  should  increase  exponentially,  due 
largely  to  the  logical,  yet  flexible  methodology  employed  in  the  num- 
bering and  cross-referencing  systems. 

Of  great  interest  is  the  chapter  of  text  on  the  "company  store"  syn- 
drome, which  seemingly  plagues  all  societies  undergoing  rapidly  de- 
veloping conglomerate  exploitation  of  raw  materials  and  agricultural 
products.  An  even  more  specific  stimulus  for  further  research  is 
provided  in  another  chapter  of  intriguing  historical  notes  on  several 
issues  concerning  Colombia's  complete  political  development  and  inter- 
national incidents  vis  a vis  major  European  powers  or  the  U.S.A.  The 
20  pages  of  plates  are  of  surprising  clarity,  and  sources  are  accurate- 
ly cited  with  an  approoriate  bibliograDhy,  including  highly  accessible 
references  in  English. 

Purists  might  take  issue  with  the  somewhat  haphazard  typesetting  and 
orthography.  But  overall,  the  euality  if  adequate  for  an  initial  ef- 
fort at  a monumental  task.  The  many  tables,  listings  and  cross- 
references  will  help  break  down  linguistic  barriers,  since  the  text 
itself  - so.ne  20  pages  ^n  all  - does  require  at  least  some  reading 
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knowledge  of  Spanish.  All  in  all,  this  is  a reference  work  which  fills 
several  vacuums,  and  will  most  certainly  create  specialists,  which  in 
turn  can  only  increase  international  numismatic  cooperation  where  it 
is  sorely  needed.’ 


Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero 


STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  PAPER  MONEY  - GENERAL  ISSUES  VOLUME  II,  by 

Albert  Pick  and  edited  by  Neil  Shafer  and  Colin  R.  Bruce  II.  Released 
May,  1990  by  publisher  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  St.,  Iola, 
Wisconsin  54990.  1136pp,  i 11  us . , 8V1  x 11",  hard  cover,  2"  thick 

$49.00  plus  $2.50  for  postage  for  U.S.  residents  and  $5.00  postage  for 
outside  U.S. 

This  book  catalogues  all  legal  tender  issues  of  national  governments 
issued  from  the  18th  century  to  the  present.  More  than  21,300  banknotes 
are  listed  from  265  note-issuing  authorities.  There  are  in  excess  of 
9,750  photos  to  illustrate  type  notes  and  varieties.  Market  valuations 
are  given  for  up  to  three  grades  of  preservation.  All  types  of  variet- 
ies are  catalogued  for  each  country  including  signature  variations, 
dates,  color,  printers  and  minor  changes  in  inscriptions.  An  intro- 
ductory section  for  each  country  includes  an  index  map  locating  the 
country  and  an  historical  and  geographical  section  of  at  least  several 
paragraphs. 

A 36-page  Introduction  includes  the  following  sections  and  tables:  an 

index  of  the  countries  and  other  items  in  the  catalog;  a table  giving 
the  value  of  the  monetary  unit  of  each  country  in  terms-  of  the  U.S. 
dollar;  a glossary  of  terms;  a bibliography;  a chart  of  Months  in 
foreign  languages;  a Standard  International  Grading  Terminology  and 
Abbreviations  Chart;  a section  on  Grading  Standards;  a Table  of  Bank- 
note Printers;  and  a section  on  Collecting  Paper  Money. 

The  catalogue  is  the  standard  reference  work  for  banknotes  of  all  coun- 
tries and  should  be  part  of  each  club's  library. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


THE  CHARLTON  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  TOKENS , published  by  The 
Charlton  Press,  15  Birch  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M4V  1E1. 
Released  June,  1990.  250pp,  illus.,  soft  plastic  cover.  $19.95  Can. 

plus  $3.00  postage. 

This  standard  volume  includes  chapters  on  the  tokens  of  Newfoundland, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Nova  Scotia  and  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  as  well 
as  Canadian  blacksmith  tokens.  Each  of  these  chapters  is  divided  into 
semi -regal,  private  and  anonymous  tokens.  Four  tables  at  the  end  of 
the  catalogue  and  tables  in  each  section  cross-reference  each  token 
with  established  numbering  systems  including  Breton,  Courteau,  Lees, 
Wood  and  Willey. 

New  to  this  edition  are  four  pages  devoted  to  legend  indexing,  whereby 
each  token  type  is  catalogued  by  its  legend  followed  by  the  catalogue 
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page  number  in  which  the  token  is  listed  as  well  as  its  Charlton  cata- 
logues number  and  if  applicable  its  Breton  number. 

The  following  data  are  given  for  each  token:  an  historic  section, 

photographs  of  both  sides,  composition,  weight,  diameter,  die  axis, 
edge,  Charlton  reference  number  and  varieties.  Valuations  are  given 
in  up  to  six  conditions  from  Very  Good  through  Uncirculated  for  each 
token  and  each  die  variety. 

The  Introduction  contains  sections  on  grading,  mints  and  manufacturers, 
designers  and  engravers,  token  agents,  reference  works  and  others. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


MODERN  GOLD  COINAGE  1989.  Released  August,  1990  by  The  Gold  Institute, 
Suite  101,  1026  16th  St.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036.  $33.00  postpaid. 

55pp,  produced  by  photocopy,  8V'  x 11". 

The  booklet  lists  by  country  all  gold  coins  produced  in  1989.  The  fol- 
lowing data  is  presented  for  each  issue  of  gold  coins  for  each  country: 
a description  of  both  sides  of  the  coin,  denomination,  name  of  the 
mint,  diameter,  weight  in  grams,  percent  of  pure  gold  contained  in  each 
coin,  troy  ounces  of  gold  per  coin,  number  of  coins  struck,  and  the 
total  troy  ounces  of  gold  sued  for  the  issue. 

In  1989,  51  countries  used  4,959,808  troy  ounces  of  pure  gold  to  make 
237  different  issues  of  legal  tender  gold  coins,  including  bullion 
coins.  By  contrast,  in  1988,  49  countries  used  4,904,036  troy  ounces 
of  gold  to  make  a total  of  246  different  issued  of  legal  tender  gold 
coins. 

The  ten  largest  users  of  gold  for  coinage  in  1989,  with  the  number  of 
troy  ounces  of  gold  used  in  brackets,  are  as  follows:  Canada 

(1,159,676),  Mexico  (956,159),  United  States  (644,566),  Australia 
(549,247),  Austria  (418,965),  China  (301,793),  Iran  (225,985),  South 
Africa  (208,655),  Belgium  (178,506)  and  Great  Britain  (80,841).  All 
other  countries  combined  used  a total  of  235,415  troy  ounces  of  gold. 

A listing  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  each  mint  producing  gold  coins 
in  1989  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  booklet  as  well  as  listing  of  a few 
official  agencies  that  sell  a few  of  the  issues. 

In  the  introductory  section,  a table  shows  the  top  ten  users  of  pure 
gold  for  coinage  issued  in  1989  with  the  amount  of  gold  each  country 
used.  Another  table  lists  the  top  ten  users  of  pure  gold  in  coinage 
issued  from  1980-1989  with  the  amount  of  gold  each  country  used  each 
year. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


****************************************************  ***************** 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 

Want  to  buy  for  my  collection  the  Chinese  revol utionary  bond  made  in 
France  for  sale  to  Vietnamese  primarily  living  in  the  Hanoi  area  but 
other  parts  of  Indochina  too.  It  is  catalogued  in  Smi th-Matravers  as 
C257-1.  Want  photocopies  of  them  from  your  collection  and/or  stock 
to  record  the  surviving  block  and  serial  numbers. 

Want  the  following  paper  money  issues  of  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
Viet  Nam:  Pick  la,  2a,  3d,  3A,  4,  5a,  7b,  8b,  9b,  10A,  llb&c,  11A, 

12a, b&c,  21,  21A,  22d,  23a,  25,  27,  29a&c,  32a,  36a,  37a,  38,  38A, 

39b,  41b,  41Ab,  42c&d,  42B,  43a, b&c,  44a,  45a,  47b,  55b,  and  59A  for 
my  collection. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  is  once  again  ac- 

cepting  items  for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  Sep- 
tember issue  for  new  rules  regarding  items  sent  in. 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Use  of  this  member  notice  page  is  FREE  to  all  NI 

members.  About  the  only  rules  are  that  we  will  not  accept  any  FOR 
SALE  items  and  in  the  months  that  the  page  might  be  over-subscribed 
we  will  give  priority  to  research  type  notices  over  simple  wanted 
notices.  We  urge  you  to  try  the  page  if  you  have  not  in  the  past. 

*★★*****★★***★★**  *****★**★★****★★★★★*******★★****************★**  *■*■**■*'* 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"Lastly  Argos,  with  the  Temenid  house  at  its  head,  in  the  middle  of 
the  seventh  century  found  in  Pheidon  the  man  to  secure  its  temporary 
supremacy  over  the  Argolid,  Achaea  and  part  of  Arcadia;  he  too  was  a 
great  promotor  of  commercial  expansion,  and  he  introduced  coinage  into 
Greece. " 

fn.  22.  "The  view  that  Pheidon  introduced  coinage  goes  back  to  the 
historian  Ephorus  and  has  had  strong  supporters  in  modern 
times:  see  still  N.  Hammond,  A History  of  Greece  (Oxford, 

1959),  p.  132.  But  an  important  article  by  E.  S.  G.  Robinson, 
Journal  of  Hellenic  Studies  (1951),  pp . 156  ff.  (cf.  Numis- 
matic Chronicle,  1956,  pp . 1 ff.)  puts  the  first  coinage  of 
Asiatic  Greece  as  late  as  c.  620;  and  since  it  is  generally 
agreed  that  Greek  coinage  began  in  Ionia,  it  cannot  (if 
Robinson  is  right)  have  reached  the  Peloponnese  in  Phei don's 
time.  For  Pheidon's  date  (fouruit  c.  670),  see  A.  Andrews, 

The  Greek  Tyrants  (London,  1956),  pp.  31 ff...." 

Taken  from  p.  27,  History  of  Mankind 
Volume  2 The  Ancient  World,  by 
Luigi  Pareti  , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Luciano  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 

& Row,  Publishers  1965)  & p.  53 
(fn.  22). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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